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Dear Oak Ridge Military Academy Cadets and Parents,  

 

Welcome to Oak Ridge Military Academy, the òOfficial Military Academy of 

North Carolina.ó It is because of my strong belief in the proven success of military 

boarding schools in preparing young men and women for life after school through a 

system that rewards achievement and merit that I wanted to be a part of one. It is 

because of my belief in the way Oak Ridge Military Academy utilizes positive 

leadership techniques to foster growth that I am here now as President.  

 

For over 160 years, Oak Ridge Military Academy has fostered academic and 

character excellence.  Oak Ridge Military Academy is a school and group of 

dedicated professionals intent on helping  young people prepare for life after high 

school as good citizens and leaders in our community. Our aim is to arm Cadets 

with the character, knowledge, drive, and discipline to achieve their goals. We are 

glad that you have chosen to be a part of our Corps  and look forward to helping you 

achieve your goals.  

 

The culture of our school is set by our Cadets under the guidance of our staff 

and cadre. This handbook is intended to serve as a map to guide Cadets in their 

journey and assist them to achieve success in their time here. When Cadets go 

astray in their journey, our staff and cadre will be there to grab the rudder and 

guide them back on cours e. We hope that by familiarizing themselves with this 

handbook they will complete this journey with only minimal as sistance. 

 

Our Cadets may make mistakes. It is only when we live a sheltered life 

without taking risks that any of us are perfect. Except for drug abuse, sexual 

assault, or hazing, I am willing to overlook these mistakes and help guide Cadets to 

learn and grow as citizens and leaders. Cadets are not expected to know every 

answer in this handbook, or to the obstacles that life will put before them. If they 

have good character and values, they will make the right choices most of the time. 

Our goal is to give them the tools and resources they need to make the right choices.  

 

 

      Respectfully,  

                                                                 
      David Reardon  

      Lieutenant Colonel (Retired), U.S. Army  

      President

OAK RIDGE MILITARY ACADEMY 

номт hŀƪ wƛŘƎŜ wƻŀŘ  hŀƪ wƛŘƎŜΣ b/ нтомл-фтлм  tƘƻƴŜΥ оос-643-пмом  Fax: 336-643-5780 

www.OakRidgeMilitary.com 
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Our mission statement drives everything we do at Oak Ridge Military 

Academy and it is the starting point of any decision(s) or discussion(s) we may have. 

Our mission is centered around a military structure that reinforces uniformity, 

teamwork, attention to  detail, and leadership that has been a part of Oak Ridge 

Military Academy for 100 years and will continue to be so. The ancillary lessons of 

our military structure are important in teaching our youth organization, time 

management, and most importantly, th at life rewards dedication, hard work, and 

merit.  

Oak Ridge Military Academy remains a school that prepares our Cadets for life 

after school. Here, Cadets are exposed to a level of independence and personal 

responsibility that they would not receive at ho me, thus, better preparing them for 

that first year of college. In addition, we have expanded our offering of college level 

courses, and partnered with a local community college to allow select students to 

attend.  
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1850 ð Oak Ridge Male Institute was conceived on April 7 th  by 43 local citizens 

who, being desirous of promoting the cause of education, contributed a total of 

$629 and appointed five trustees to bring the Institute to fruition.  

1852 ð The founding year of Oak  Ridge Male Institute. Within two years the 

name was changed to Oak Ridge Institute and females were admitted. Girls 

attended Oak Ridge Institute until 1929.  

 

1861-1866 ð The school was closed because of the Civil War.  

1899 ð Oak Ridge Institute becomes the first school in North Carolina 

accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.  

1917 ð The school became military and the boys uniformed under the 

supervision of the War Department. The school trained and graduated men 

who served in Worl d War I.  

1926 ð Oak Ridge was designated a Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps 

unit.  

1929 ð The name was changed to Oak Ridge Military Institute and limited to 

males only.  

1932 ð A two -year junior college was established and continued until 1966.  
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1946 ð A monument on campus and various tributes memorialized the 42 

ORMI alumni who lost their lives in World War II. During the Second World 

War, 127 of the Academyõs alumni were awarded a Purple Heart during the 

conflict, while another 27 alumni earned the Silver Star.  

1971 ð Girls were admitted permanently, and the name was changed to Oak 

Ridge Academy. 

1975 ð Keith Cokely, a 1975 graduate of Oak Ridge Academy, becomes the first 

African -American Cadet to hold the position of Battalion Commander and 

Commander of the Corps of Cadets.  

1981 ð The name changed again to its present name, Oak Ridge Military 

Academy. Both boys and girls are now uniformed.  

1988 ð Dale Earnhardt Jr. attends Oak Ridge Military Academy.  

 

1991 ð Oak Ridge was named the òOfficial Military Academy of North 

Carolinaó by the State Legislature. 

1992 ð Jennifer Childers, a 1992 graduate of Oak Ridge Military Academy, 

becomes the first female Cadet to hold the position of Battalion Commander 

and Commander of the Corps of Cadets.  

1996 ð Oak Ridge Military Academy Drill Team (The Lady Cadetõs), an all-

female drill team, won the National Drill Team Championship in Daytona 

Beach, Florida. Coached by Carl T. Lloyd.  

2002 ð Academy builds the largest building on campus. 33,000+ square foot, 

three level  Academic building.  
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MOTTO :  The Academy motto is " Tendimus in Latium ," which translates to "striving 

for the highest mark" or "striving for full citizenship."  

 

Tendimus means to strive, to extend oneself, to press oneself to achieve a goal.  

It also means t o set out on a journey or to march along a specific course.  

 

Latium was an Italian province which was conquered so that Rome could be 

founded on its site. For Romans, it became their native soil and hallowed ground.  

Ultimately, the term was used as an abs traction applying to Romans who were 

accorded all the rights and privileges of citizenship, but who were never born into 

such citizenship. Therefore, to be "in Latium" was to have won or achieved full 

citizenship instead of having simply been born into Rom an citizenship.  

 

Therefore, the motto "Tendimus in Latium" literally translates to "march into 

latium."  Figuratively, it translates to "strive toward the fullness of citizenship."  

 

 
 

EMBLEM :  The colors red, white, and blue signify patriotism and love of country.  

Red signifies the blood shed for freedom.  Blue signifies honor and discipline.  White 

(or brass) signifies purity and truth.  

 

The crossed rifles represent our Academy's military heritage and tradition, as 

well as the fact that we are one of t he few rifle bearing military schools in the nation.  

 

The "Acorn and Oak Leaves" represent the academic nurturing of our 

Academy.  The "Acorn" represents our Cadets, the maturing product of our Academy.  

The "Oak Leaves" represent the faculty, staff, trustees, and parents who nourish, 

protect, and sustain our Cadets.  

 

The year "1852" signifies the first academic year of our Academy.  
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Honor Code:   

 

òI will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor tolerate those who do.ó 

 

Honor Creed:  

 

I will respect o thersõ rights and property.  

 

I will be courteous towards others.  

 

I will fulfill my responsibilities and accept the results of my decisions.  

 

I will be positive and enthusiastic throughout the day in academic, military, 

and extracurricular activities, and  in dealings with people around me.  
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As you read the remainder of this handbook, you will see references to military 

time. Below is a list of analog time equivalents. Military time is based on a numerical 

count 24-hour clock. So, after 1200 (noon), hours are counted as 1300 and 1 400 etc., 

instead of 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. For example, 6:30 a.m. would be 0630 (òZero Six Thirty 

Hoursó) and 2:45 p.m. would be 1445 (òFourteen Forty-Five Hoursó). 

 

Military Time Civilian Time 

0100 όά½ŜǊƻ hƴŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 1:00 AM 

0200 όά½ŜǊƻ ¢ǿƻ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 2:00 AM 

0300 όά½ŜǊƻ ¢ƘǊŜŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 3:00 AM 

0400 όά½ŜǊƻ CƻǳǊ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 4:00 AM 

0500 όά½ŜǊƻ CƛǾŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 5:00 AM 

0600 όά½ŜǊƻ {ƛȄ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 6:00 AM 

0700 όά½ŜǊƻ {ŜǾŜƴ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 7:00 AM 

0800 όά½ŜǊƻ 9ƛƎƘǘ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 8:00 AM 

0900 όά½ŜǊƻ bƛƴŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 9:00 AM 

1000 όά¢Ŝƴ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 10:00 AM 

1100 όά9ƭŜǾŜƴ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 11:00 AM 

1200 όά¢ǿŜƭǾŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 12:00 PM 

1300 όά¢ƘƛǊǘŜŜƴ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 1:00 PM 

1400 όάCƻǳǊǘŜŜƴ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 2:00 PM 

1500 όάCƛŦǘŜŜƴ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 3:00 PM 

1600 όά{ƛȄǘŜŜƴ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 4:00 PM 

1700 όά{ŜǾŜƴǘŜŜƴ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 5:00 PM 

1800 όά9ƛƎƘǘŜŜƴ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 6:00 PM 

1900 όάbƛƴŜǘŜŜƴ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 7:00 PM 

2000 όά¢ǿŜƴǘȅ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 8:00 PM 

2100 όά¢ǿŜƴǘȅ-hƴŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 9:00 PM 

2200 όά¢ǿŜƴǘȅ-¢ǿƻ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 10:00 PM 

2300 όά¢ǿŜƴǘȅ-¢ƘǊŜŜ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 11:00 PM 

2400 όά¢ǿŜƴǘȅ-CƻǳǊ IǳƴŘǊŜŘ IƻǳǊǎέύ 12:00 AM 

 

 

 

 

 

 ORMA Cadets follow a regimented learning day purposely designed to keep 

them engaged from the time they wake -up, until the time they go to bed. Our schedule 
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is designed to teach Cadets effective time -management and engage them in a variety 

of activities, while ensuring they get approximately eight -hours of sleep a night.  

 
Military Time  Activity  

0600 Wake-up / Personal Hygiene / Barracks Maintenance  

0655 Breakfast Formation  

0735 Inspection / Military Drill (Day Students Report)  

0815-1515 Classroom Instruction  

1525 Help Class Formation  

1530-1600 Help Class  

1615 Sports Formation  

1620-1745 Athletics / Organized Cadet Activities  

1800 Retreat / Dinner Formation (Day Students Dismissed)  

1900-2100 Mandatory Study Time  

2100-2145 Cadet Free Time  

2145 Evening Accountability Formation  

2200 Lights Out  

 

 ORMA is on a traditional semester classroom schedule as shown below.  
 

 
Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

0815 

0825 
Homeroom  Homeroom  Homeroom  Homeroom  Homeroom  

0830 

0925 
1st  Period   3rd  Period  1

st
 Period  3rd  Period  4th  Period  

0930 

1025 
2nd  Period  2nd  Period  2

nd
 Period  2nd  Period  5th  Period  

1030 

1125 
3rd  Period  1st  Period  3

rd
 Period  1st  Period  6th  Period  

1130 

1225 
4th  Period  7th  Period  6th  Period  5th  Period  7th  Period  

1230 

1315 

Formation  

Lunch  

Formation  

Lunch  

Formation  

Lunch  

Formation  

Lunch  

Formation  

Lunch  

1320 

1415 
5th  Period  4th  Period  7th  Period  6th  Period  

 
 

Presidentõs Time 1420 

1515 
6th  Period  5th  Period  4th  Period  7th  Period  
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RANKS : 

 

Several staff and faculty members at ORMA are current, former, or retired 

members of the Armed Forces of the United States, or the North Carolina State 

Militia. The ranks of some of those most commonly seen on campus are illustrated 

below.  

 

 
 

  Enlisted ranks are E -1 thru E -9, or Private through Command Sergeant Major. 

Enlisted ranks that include responsibility for others are typically Corporal (E4) and 

above, also known as ònon-commissioned officers,ó or NCOõs. In the Armed Forces, 

enlisted service membe rs swear an oath to follow the orders of the President of the 

United States and the officers appointed over them.  

 

 Officer ranks are O -1 thru O -10, or Second Lieutenant through General. 

Officers are referred to as Commissioned Officers, because their rank  is awarded in 

the form of a commission granted by the Congress of the United States. Unlike 

enlisted service members, officers in the Armed Forces swear an oath to protect and 

uphold the Constitution of the United States.  
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 All Cadets enrolled at Oak Ridg e Military Academy in grades 9 -12 are required 

to take Army Junior Reserve Officer Corps, and all Cadets, regardless of grade, will 

be assigned rank and responsibilities based on their performance and potential to 

lead others. The following are the ranks w orn by Cadets.  

 

 

 
 

 

 




